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Before being converted into a carport, this log structure

had a large central chimney and was partitioned into two
separate rooms, each with its own front entrance. The house

presumably served as a duplex for slave families.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This log duplex has been extensively modified. It has been converted into a two
car carport, sheathed with wood shingles, and had its roof raised about two feet., Further-
more, the flooring downstairs and the partition that separated the two rooms have been
removed., It does, however, convey the division of space in a duplex, and is similar in
this regard to the duplex at East St, Mary's Manor in St. Mary's County.

The length of the house runs south to north; the front faces east, Originally a
brick chimney stood in the center of the interior (as at East St. Mary's Manor) with
fireboxes opening into each room. A plank partition on either sides of the chimney
divided the rooms. A stairway, larger than those found in most slave cabins, ascended
the gable wall on each side, The bottom landing indicates the presence of the former
floor, which was laid about a foot above the ground. Each room had a window that opened
to the west on the ground floor.

The houses measures c. 30' x c¢. 15' each room having been c¢. 15" x 15',

In the upstairs a window was cut into each gable room. Unlike the duplex at East
St, Mary's Manor, there is no partition dividing the upstairs chamber into two rooms, but
this partition may well have been removed when the occupants moved out and the upstairs
converted for storage use. The original roof was removed and the rafters replaced wit
those from different structures,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mrs. Ruth Taylor now resides in the nearby "overseer's house.,'" According to her,
that house was built in the second quarter of the 19th century and later inhabited by
her great grandfather, who moved there as a young man from Whitehall, the main house
of the plantation and the residence of his father. This log duplex may have been built
at that time, or earlier, and occupied by the field hands or by house servants of the
overseers. Mrs. Taylor remembered no other houses nearby that may have constituted a
slave quarter of which this dwelling would have been a part, Since the structure has
been extensively altered, there remains no evidence that permits a definite date of con-
struction to be suggested, The stairs, which appear to be original, suggest a date of
e second quarter of the 19th century.

The main house, White Hall, of the plantation on which the overseer's house and
building were located, is on the National Register,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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stairway, larger than those found in mcst slave cabins, ascended the
gable wall on each side. The bottom landing indicates the presence o:
the former floor, which was laid about a fcot above the ground. Lach
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In the upstairs a window was cut into each gable room. Unlike
+the duplex, at East St. Marv's Manor, there 1s no partition dividing
the upstairs chamber intc two rooms, but this partition may well have
been removed when the occupants moved out and the upstalrs convertec
for stcrage use. The original roof was removed and the rafters re-
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Mrs. Ruth Taylor now resides in the nearby “overseer's house'.
According to her, that house was built in the second quarter of the
19th century and later inhabited by her great grandfather, who moved
there as a young man from White Hall, the main house of the plantation
and the residence of his father. This log duplex may have been built
at that time, or earlier, and occupied by the field hands or by house
servants of the overseers. Mrs. Taylor remembered no other houses
nearby that may have constituted a slave quarter of which this dwelling
would have been a part. Since the structure has been extensively
altered, there a&géégs no evidence that permits a definite date of con-
SR don ‘T el Y The stairs, which appear to be original, suggest
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